Oriental Birds and their habitat in Sri Lanka Serendib Vacation Serendipty Tours – www.serendibtea.org
Compactness of Sri Lanka due to its small size, visitors to Sri Lanka can visit most of the good sites in the
country within few weeks. The visitors with limited time can amalgamate the sites for endemic birds,
with sites for general wildlife interest along with an archaeological and cultural point of view. For those
who visit these attractions are highly recommended to hire of a vehicle since that is relative economical
and highly efficient way of visiting these sites.

With the exception of the endangered Sri Lankan Whisling Thrush and the scarce Sri Lanka Bush Warbler
all of the 26 endamics have been recorded in Sinharaja. However, in the areas visited by birders in this
reserve some of the montane endemics are unlikely to be seen. Hence, to have good coverage of the
endemics, as a bare minimum a visit to a wet low land site such as Sinharaja, Kitulgala or Bodhinagala
will need to combined with a visit to a montane site such as Horton plains or Hakgala in the
mountainous Central province.
5 to 7 day tour will cover sites such as Diyawannawa, Bellanwila-Attidiya, (for water birds) Kitulgala,
Bodhinagala, Sinharaja (for endemics), Peak Widerness sanctuary: Gilimale forest (for endemic and
montane species).

Endemic Avian life you find

Common name

Binomial

Family

Habitat,
Abundance,
Distribution

Status

Order Galliformes heavy bodied ground feeding

Sri Lanka spurfowl
Galloperdix
bicalcarata
(Forster, 1781)

Phasianidae

Humid forests.
Common. All zones,
except Northern
region.[5]

[6]

Sri Lanka junglefowl
Gallus lafayetii
Lesson, 1831

Phasianidae

Forests, scrub
jungles. Very
common. All zones.[5]

[7]

Order Columbiformes pigeons and doves
Sri Lanka wood
pigeon
Columba torringtoni
(Blyth & Kelaart,
1853)

Columbidae

Treron pompadora

Columbidae

Forests, gardens.
Restricted range. Hill
country. Descends to
low country wet zone
during fruiting
seasons.[8]

[9]

Sri Lanka green
pigeon
[10]

Order Psittaciformes parrots

Sri Lanka hanging
parrot
Loriculus beryllinus
(Forster, 1781)

Psittacidae

Layard's parakeet
Psittacula calthrapae
(Blyth, 1849)

Psittacidae

Forests, gardens.
Common. All zones.
More common in wet
zone.[11]

Forests, gardens.
Common. Wet zone
and some riparian
forests dry zone.[11]

[12]

[13]

Order Cuculiformes any member of a cosmopolitan group of birds containing two very distinct
families, the cuckoos (Cuculidae) and the hoatzin (Opisthocomidae).

Red-Faced Malkoha
Phaenicophaeus
pyrrhocephalus
(Pennant, 1769)

Cuculidae

Green-billed Coucal
Centropus
chlororhynchos
Blyth, 1849

Cuculidae

Forests. Confined to
undisturbed forest
areas in the wet zone
and riparian forests
of the dry zone.
Restricted location.
All zones.[14]
Undisturbed forests.
Associated with
bamboo and cane
rushes. Restricted
range. Low country
wet zone and wet
foothills.[16]

[15]

[17]

Order Strigiformes Owls
Sri Lanka Serendib
scops-owl

Sri Lanka chestnutbacked owlet

Otus thilohoffmanni
Warakagoda &
Rasmussen, 2004

Glaucidium
castanotum
(Blyth, 1846)

Strigidae

Strigidae

Restricted range.
Low country wet
zone.[18]
Forests, scrubs,
cultivations.
Restricted range.
Wet zone and hill
country.[18]

[19]

[20]

Order Bucerotiformes hornbills, hoopoe and wood hoopoes

Sri Lanka grey
hornbill

Ocyceros gingalensis
(Shaw, 1811)

Bucerotidae

Forests, gardens.
Very common. All
zones. Most plentiful
in dry zone.[21]

[22]

Order Piciformes Nine families of largely arboreal birds make up the order Piciformes, the best-known
of them being the Picidae, which includes the woodpeckers and close relatives

Yellow-fronted
Barbet
Megalaima flavifrons
(Cuvier, 1816)

Megalaimidae

Megalaima
rubricapillus

Megalaimidae

Forests, home
gardens. Very
common. More
common in hill
country.[21]

[23]

Crimson-fronted
barbet

[24]

Order Passeriformes over half of the 10,000 known species of birds in the world are in
this order.Passeriformes are also known as perching birds. Perching birds have three
unwebbed toes in the front and one strong, flexible toe in the back called the hallux, that lets
them perch on tree branches.
Suborder Passeri: Songbirds

Sri Lanka magpie

Urocissa ornata
(Wagler, 1829)

Corvidae

Undisturbed forests.
Restricted range.
Wet zone.[25]

[26]

Black-capped bulbul

Sri Lanka yelloweared bulbul

Pycnonotus
melanicterus

Pycnonotus
penicillatus
Blyth, 1851

Pycnonotidae
[27]

Pycnonotidae

Forests, gardens
close to forest,
Common. Hill
country.[28]

[29]

Sri Lanka bushwarbler
Bradypterus palliseri
(Blyth, 1851)

Sylviidae

Sri Lanka browncapped babbler
Pellorneum
fuscocapillus
(Blyth, 1849)

Sri Lanka scimitarbabbler

Pomatorhinus
melanurus
Blyth, 1847

Timaliidae

Timaliidae

Forest undergrowth.
Restricted range. Hill
country.[30]

Forests, scrub
jungles. Ground
level. Common. All
zones.[32]

Forests understory.
Common. All
zones.[32]

[31]

[33]

[34]

Sri Lanka orangebilled babbler
Turdoides rufescens
(Blyth, 1847)

Sri Lanka ashyheaded
laughingthrush

Garrulax cinereifrons
Blyth, 1851

Timaliidae

Timaliidae

Sri Lanka white-eye
Zosterops
ceylonensis
Holdsworth, 1872

Zosteropidae

Forests. Common.
Wet zone. Less in hill
country.[32]

Forests, mainly in
understory and on
the ground.
Common. Wet zone.
More in low
country.[32]

Forests, gardens,
cultivations. Very
common. Hill
country.[37]

[35]

[36]

[38]

Sri Lanka myna

Sri Lanka whitefaced starling

Gracula ptilogenys
Blyth, 1846

Sturnidae

Sturnus albofrontatus
(Layard, 1854)

Sturnidae

Forests. Common.
Wet zone. More
common in Low
country.[39]

Forests. Restricted
range. Wet zone.
Less in hill country.[39]

[40]

[41]

Sri Lanka whistlingthrush
Myophonus blighi
(Holdsworth, 1872)

Turdidae

Sri Lanka spotwinged thrush
Zoothera spiloptera
(Blyth, 1847)

Turdidae

Sri Lanka scaly
thrush
Zoothera imbricata
Layard, 1854

Turdidae

Sri Lanka dull-blue
flycatcher

Sri Lanka whitethroated

Eumyias sordida
(Walden, 1870)

Muscicapidae

Dicaeum vincens
(Sclater, 1872)

Dicaeidae

Undisturbed montane
forests, streams.
Restricted range. Hill
country.[42]

Humid forest
undergrowth.
Common. All zones.
More common in wet
zone.[42]

Forests undergrowth.
Common. Hill
country, some
locations in low
country wet zone.[42]

Forests, home
gardens, wellwooded ravines. Hill
country. Also in
humid locations in
the Low country wet
zone.[46]

Forests. Common.
Low country wet

[43]

[44]

[45]

[47]

flowerpecker

zone and lower hill
country.[37]

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_endemic_birds_of_Sri_Lanka, Kotagama, 2013

[48]

